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FACTS ON CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION

WHAT PERSECUTION IS:
Religious persecution is the 
mistreatment of an individual or group 
because of their faith.  The levels of 
persecution can range from acts of 
hatred, second-class citizenship, job 
discrimination, and forced conversion, 
to imprisonment, torture, rape and 
death. 

HOW CHRISTIANS ARE PERSECUTED: 
Believers are persecuted by both society and the government, 
meaning that sometimes persecution is policy (such as detention 
and prison) and other times it is the cultural norm (such as 
harassment). Other common practices are property damages, 
displacement form homes, physical assault, and death. 

WHERE DOES 
PERSECUTION OCCUR?
All over the world. From 2006-2009, 
Christians were persecuted in 130 
countries (according to the Pew Forum 
on Religion and Public Life). The more 
extreme cases are found in the 10/40 
window.* 

*Defined by Christian missionary Luis 
Bush in the 1990s, referring to countries 
located between 10 and 40 degrees north 
of the equator in the eastern hemisphere. 
These countries deal with the highest 
level of socioeconomic challenges and 
least access to the Gospel.   

TWO MAJOR SOURCES OF MODERN-DAY 
PERSECUTION:
STATE: All across the world, governments are persecuting Chris-
tians. Through blasphemy laws, apostasy laws and church crack-
downs, governments have effectively outlawed the Gospel.

SOCIETY:  In many countries (even some that have a Christian major-
ity), there are communities that attack churches, murder pastors, 
excommunicate converts and abuse Christian women.
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 1,700+ 
(that’s double previous death tolls)

IN 2014 ALONE, THIS MANY CHRISTIANS 
HAVE BEEN KILLED IN NIGERIA:



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION

QUESTION 1: WHY DOES PERSECUTION OCCUR?

ANSWER: There is an ongoing war between the Kingdom 
of God and Satan’s fallen angels. Satan knows that the time 
is short and he wants to destroy humanity because we are 
made in the image of God. The sources of persecution 
come from the “kings” and the “inhabitants” of the earth 
who are in alliance with the “harlot” (Revelation 17). The 
spiritual battle manifests itself in real-time world politics, 
law, economy, and society. For example, dictators and the 
rise of communism during the 20th century that consid-
ered “religion as the opium of the masses” led to the mas-
sive slaughter of Christians. Christians continue to be im-
prisoned and tortured today in communist countries, such 
as China, Cuba, Eritrea, Laos, North Korea, and Vietnam. 

The baton for the majority of the persecution in the 21st 
century has been passed onto fundamental Islamic states 
(Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, 
Iraq, Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Sudan, and Somalia). 
Buddhist states (Cambodia, Bhutan, and unofficially Sri 
Lanka) also heavily persecute Christians. In all these coun-
tries, Christians are a religious minority, averaging less 
than five percent, and considered second-class citizens. 
They face employment discrimination and limited edu-
cational opportunity that translate into a cycle of genera-
tional poverty. This leaves them vulnerable to crimes, traf-
ficking, false accusations, unfair trials, and manipulations. 
In addition, Christians endure daily social hostility. 

However, in the midst of increasing upheaval, God has 
already prepared and prophesied about our victory! We 
know that in the end, the government will be on Jesus’ 
shoulders. Jesus is our ruler and Savior. 

Meanwhile, we may ask, “Why all this suffering and pain, 
and for what purpose?” Persecution is normal and expect-
ed. Apostle Paul writes, “In fact, everyone who wants to live 
a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 
3:12). And Jesus says, “And all nations will hate you because 
you are my followers. But everyone who endures to the 
end will be saved” (Matthew 10:22).The fire of persecution 

refines and purifies us as we rely solely on Jesus and expe-
rience the Holy Spirit empowering us to be fearless. As the 
intensity of persecution increases worldwide and God gra-
ciously pours out his Spirit onto His people, Christians be-
come a united body and bride of Christ. Moreover, perse-
cution reveals those who are truly devoted to Christ Jesus. 
In our daily lives, a lot of us are able to confidently say with 
conviction that we will live and die for Jesus, just like Peter 
and the disciples vowed, “Even if I have to die with you, 
I will never deny you!” (Matthew 26:35). However, will we 
deny and curse Jesus when a Jesus-hating mob confronts 
us and asks if we are his disciples? Will we compromise in 
fear of our lives? Persecution challenges us to boldly claim 
and stand for truth in situations of great harm and hostil-
ity. Persecution is the testing of our love for and faithful-
ness to Jesus. 

QUESTION 2: DOES PERSECUTION HAPPEN IN THE 
UNITED STATES? 

ANSWER: Persecution in the United States is not full-
fledged when compared to the horrific physical violence in 
other countries. However, persecution exists as Christian’s 
rights are constricted by the government institutions, such 
as public schools and work places. The culture of political 
correctness severely restricts speech. Christians can be 
easily labeled as bigots and haters when people rise up to 
speak the truth. The Pew Forum reports that government 
restrictions on religious freedom (such as zoning permits 
for churches) and social hostility for religious groups in the 
United States have increased in the past four years.

QUESTION 3: HOW CAN I HELP THOSE BEING 
PERSECUTED? 

ANSWER: There are many ways that you can help the per-
secuted Church (*hint: you DON’T have to be a lawyer or 
underground pastor!) 

A: Be informed! Before anything, we need to be informed 
of what is going on with our brothers and sisters all around 



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION

the world. We are one body:  “If one part suffers, every 
part suffers with it” (1 Corinthians 12:26a NIV). Without 
becoming informed, we will not know what to pray. The 
mainstream press does not cover topics on religious per-
secution unless there is some larger geo-political overlay. 
Additionally, in news reporting, the “religious” aspect of 
the violence is downplayed. 
For more information on persecution news, check out: 
Web: www.persecution.org
Twitter: @persecutionnews
Facebook: facebook.com/persecuted 

B. Pray! Prayer is the key. The persecuted in prison regular-
ly tell us they can feel when people are praying. Although 
we may not see the ongoing spiritual battle with our na-
ked eye, prayer is powerful. After fasting and praying for 
21 days, an angel told Daniel, “Since the first day that you 
set your mind to gain understanding and to humble your-
self before your God, your words were heard, and I have 
come in response to them” (Daniel 10:12 NIV). God moves 
in response to our prayers. We see that God does not do 
His good work alone, but He partners with us. Our prayers 
and interventions move God. We are all a part of His per-
fect plan.

C. Speak up! The Bible says, “Speak up for those who can-
not speak for themselves, for the right of all who are desti-
tute” (Proverbs 31:8-9). Where can you begin? You can start 
by raising awareness through engaging with our social 
media platforms and sharing posts. You can also subscribe 
to our weekly e-mail alerts. Your next step can be getting 
your small group and church informed and involved with 
awareness, advocacy, and assistance projects. ICC gathers 
signatures for petitions, calls legislators, fundraises, and 
gives direct assistance to the persecuted abroad. ICC also 
recruits volunteers and interns. You can call ICC at 800-
422-5441 for more information or visit our Web site: www.
persecution.org.

QUESTION 4: WHY DON’T PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS 
JUST LEAVE THEIR COUNTRY? 

ANSWER: Think about your own life...you most likely 
grew up in one country all your life. You have relatives and 
friends are here. You speak the language. It would not be 
simple to pick up and leave the country you call home. 
Some face logistical difficulties even if they want to leave 
their country. They may be blacklisted by the government 
for spreading the Gospel, making it hard to bypass airport 
and security checks for escaping. Others are imprisoned 
indefinitely. Others simply don’t have the funds to relo-
cate. 
 
Despite various difficult circumstances, God is with them 
in every step of the way, and revealing Himself through 
their faithfulness. For many who face persecution, their 
first call is not to escape. They are called to endure and 
persist.

Let’s also not forget that many individuals and groups from 
other parts of the world choose to leave the comfort of 
their own homes to partner with the persecuted brothers 
and sisters in hostile countries, endure suffering together, 
and be God’s chosen workers for the harvest—the saving 
of many souls. And then you think of all the lost souls—
unbelieving family members and friends. There are many 
others who want to remain in their country despite perse-
cution for the saving of lost souls. And many are called to 
be martyrs for the sake of Jesus.

QUESTION 5: WHY IS RELIGIOUS FREEDOM SO 
IMPORTANT? 

ANSWER: Religious freedom is the cornerstone to a tol-
erant society: allowing citizens to freely practice some of 
the most intimate beliefs they hold. To acknowledge reli-
gious freedom, one must also acknowledge the freedom 
of thought, speech, assembly and conscience. When a 
society acknowledges and promotes religious freedom, 
it promotes a free exchange of ideas and beliefs, opening 
the door for the Gospel to be genuinely shared.    



NEXT STEPS: HOW CAN I OR MY CHURCH HELP? 

ABOUT INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN CONCERN:  ICC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to 
relieving the suffering of the persecuted Church worldwide. From supporting underground 
pastors in closed countries to bringing aid to whole communities affected by persecution, ICC 
delivers aid in a myriad of ways. To learn more about our targeted funds and success stories, 
visit: www.persecution.org.   

AWARENESS: 
Sign up for our resources and learn more about the plight of the persecuted Church:
	 Monthly newsletter
	 Weekly newsbites and prayer e-mail

ASSISTANCE:
Give a one-time or recurring gift to one of our nine targeted funds: 
		

ADVOCACY:
Raise your voice for the voiceless! Because of our strategic location, ICC has the ability to 
advocate regularly on the legislative level for the persecuted Church. You can sign up to 
receive alerts of advocacy opportunities at www.persecution.org. 

ICC currently has a petition demanding the government of Bangladesh increase its security for 
Christian children who are trafficked and sold to Islamic training centers. Enclosed is a copy of 
the petition and a sign-up sheet. Petitions are due to ICC by DECEMBER 1. 

VOLUNTEER: 
No one can do everything, but everyone can do something! If you have gifts and talents that 
you would like to donate to the persecuted Church, we want to hear from you! Visit www.
persecution.org/volunteer to learn about the many volunteer opportunities that are available. 

PRAY: 
The number one request we receive from our partners on the ground is not for aid, food, 
or relief, but for prayer. The persecuted Church is incredibly edified when they learn that 
the Body of Christ, who has never met them, knows them by name and is praying for their 
suffering to end and for courage in the face of persecution. To be fully informed, sign up for 
one of our many educational pieces. 

Where Most Needed
Hand of Hope (give to a region 
of your choice)
Community Rebuild
Save Our Sisters

Underground Pastors
Kids Care
Suffering Wives and Children
Bibles to the Persecuted
Broadcasting the Gospel



WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT PERSECUTION? 

PROV 24:11 
Rescue those being led away to death;
hold back those staggering toward slaughter.
If you say, “But we knew nothing about this,”
does not he who weighs the heart perceive it?
Does not he who guards your life know it?
Will he not repay everyone according to what they 
have done?

MATT 5:11-12  
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute 
you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you. . . in 
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.

LUKE 21:12
But before all this they will lay their hands on you and 
persecute you.  They will deliver you to synagogues 
and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and 
governors, and all on account of my name.

JOHN 15:19-21
You do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 
‘No servant is greater than his master.’ If they 
persecuted me, they will persecute you also. They will 
treat you this way because of my name

1 JOHN 17:14
I have given them your word and the world has hated 
them, for they are not of the world any more than I am 
of the world.      

1 JOHN 3:13
Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you.

ACTS 5:40-41
They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then 
they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, 
and let them go.

ACTS 14:22
We must go through many hardships to enter the 
kingdom of God,” they said.

1 COR 4:11-13
To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in 
rags, we are brutally treated, we are homeless. . . .when 
we are persecuted, we endure it. Up to this moment we 
have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the 
world.

PHIL 1:29-30
For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not 
only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him. 

1 THESS 3:3-4
when we were with you, we kept telling you that we 
would be persecuted. And it turned out that way, as you 
well know.

2 THESS 1:4
Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your 
perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials 
you are enduring.

2 TIM 3:12
In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted,

HEB 13:3
Remember those in prison, as though in prison with 
them.

1 PETER 4:16
However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be 
ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 

LUKE 21:16
You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives 
and friends, and they will put some of yu to death.


